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The Post Minneapolis Years—2
How beautiful are the feet of those who preach good
news! (Rom. 10:15, RSV)

E George R. Knight

The months following Minneapolis were strenuous
for Ellen White, Jones and Waggoner as they preached
Christ and His love to Adventist ministry and laity
across the nation in 1889. While the results were far
from those desired, some confessions regarding a
wrong attitude at Minneapolis did occur as well as a
fair amount of rejoicing over newly found freedom
in Christ’s righteousness. Mrs. White joyfully wrote
during the 1889 General Conference session that they
were “having most excellent meetings. The spirit that
was in the meeting at Minneapolis is not here.” Many
of the delegates testified that the past year had “been
the best of the life; the light shining forth from the
Word of God has been clear and distinct — justification by faith, Christ our righteousness” (3SM 160).

The good news is that progress was being made. And
it would continue throughout the 1890s, even though
some did hold back.
By 1899 Waggoner told the delegates at the General
Conference session that the principles that he and
Jones had preached at Minneapolis “have been accepted, to a considerable extent, since that time.”
Four days later Jones noted in the Review that not
only had the church largely accepted the message,
but “I am afraid that there has been a tendency to go
over to the other side now, and preach the faith of
Jesus without the commandments.” He went on to
argue proper balance in presenting the various parts of
Revelation 14:12.
A third witness to the theological acceptance of the
1888 message was Ellen White. On February 6, 1896,
she advised the discontinuation of the three-to-fivemonth ministerial institutes set up in the wake of the
Minneapolis crisis to educate the ministry. “There was
a time when this work was made necessary, because
our own people opposed the work of God by refusing
the light of truth on the righteousness of Christ” but
such effort was no longer required (TM 401).
Praise the Lord! The denomination had made
progress. But such a thing is never universal nor totally
lasting. Reformation is a constant mandate of the
church. We need more of Christ today, but we also
need an ongoing balance as we seek to present both
saving faith and the commandments of God in their
proper relationship. P
George R. Knight is a retired professor of Church History at the Adventist
Theological Seminary at Andrews University. This article is from his
book, Lest We Forget, a daily devotional, published by the Review and
Herald Publishing Association, page 295.
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Praying Like You’re
Part of the Problem
The past few months have turned the world upside down
and troubling events have pushed an already divided
nation further apart.
One of the beautiful aspects of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is that we are such a diverse group of
people; however, in times when the country is divided,
this same thinking can creep into churches. What can
we do to stay together? To grow closer and not further
apart?
The Bible is a good source for answering these
questions. Take Daniel, for instance. As the days of
Jeremiah’s prophecy were coming to a close, Daniel
lifts up his voice to God in prayer. He says; O Lord,
great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His
commandments, we have sinned and committed iniquity,
we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing
from Your precepts and Your judgments (Daniel 9:4, 5).
As we continue reading the prayer, Daniel goes on to
talk about the wickedness of Israel, but he does so by
claiming it himself, saying, We have sinned (emphasis
added). This is the key to united prayer, owning the behavior even if it is not your own, seeking the solution
without pointing fingers.
Remember, Daniel was spied upon by his colleagues
who desired his ruin. As they studied Daniel’s life, they
could not find any point on which to destroy him so
they turned to his God (Daniel 6:4). How many today
could stand up to that type of scrutiny of their lives?
Daniel was apparently a great guy. Yet Daniel, in his
need to come to God, included himself in the sins of
the nation.
Another similar example would be Moses. As he is
on the mountain with God, the children of Israel make
a golden calf to worship. After confronting them, he
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goes back to God and, while he doesn’t claim the sin
himself, he asks God to give him the same punishment, saying, Blot me out of Your book which You have
written (Exodus 32:32). Both Daniel and Moses could
have pointed to the rest of the nation and named them
“the problem,” removing themselves from the punishment, but these leaders didn’t.
Jesus prayed, too. Whole nights of it! And He asked
His Father for unity. He asked that we be made one just
as He and the Father are one (John 17:22). He could have
just pointed to us as “the problem,” but He didn’t.
Jesus bore our burdens and brought us a solution, a
new life through Him.
Let us imitate Christ and bear others’ burdens. Let
us imitate Daniel and Moses as they counted themselves a part of the troubled nation, and let us pray as
they did. Pray for unity in our church, and back up that
prayer with understanding, empathy and love. P

E Josh Voigt

Josh Voigt is the pastor of the North Aurora Church in North Aurora,
Ill. He also serves as the Prayer Ministries leader for the Illinois
Conference. Josh and his wife, Celeste, are graduates of Southern
Adventist University and Andrews University. They have three children:
Nathan, Jack and Anna. Josh’s mission is to introduce everyone to his
best Friend, Jesus.
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